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* Composed in 1987.

* In the Anthology of “Tram Khiic Hoan
Ca,” volume I, printed in Australia,
1996, page 235.

* In the CD “Hoan Ca Phuc Sinh
— Joyful Hymns of Easter”, performed
by Singer Anh Diing, published in
2000, USA.

Wt’le suffering in the U Minh
prison, Fr Paul felt that his life
as a prisoner was nothing but hard
labour. He was paralyzed and could not
walk because of a stomach hemorrhage
and a neurological disorder. When he
fell unconscious, his fellow prisoners
helped him and gave him massages.
After that experience, hie wrote the song
“Thdp Gid Trén Pudng Chiéu - Holy
Cross on Journey” to affirm his faith,
despite the crosses he had to bear in
life. This prayer expresses Fr Paul's love
and trust, and his hope to accompany
Jesus on his journey: “Lord Jesus, Please
let me to follow you to carry the cross.
Please let me die with you on the Holy
Cross, so I will live again with you in
your love forever.”
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DPén Tho Mai Vom D4 noi xua kia 13 Dén Thanh Jerusalem
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Gi Thanh Hén Thd dugc ton kinh do 3 Tén Gido
Nlén: Kitd Gido, Do Thai Gido, va Hbi Gido. Dbi
véi ngudi Do Thaéi, ndi ndy 1a noi Bén Thanh duoc xay
dung khi xua. Bbi véi ngudi Kitd Gido, noi day, Btc
Kitd da sbng va hoat déng qua nhiéu bién cb trong
Pén Thanh. Bbi véi ngudi Hoi Gido, ndi nay 1a noi
Thanh th 3 sau Mecca va Medina.

Lich st nti Moriah hay Nti Thanh Bén Thé ¢6 ngudn
gbc tir thoi Abraham. Theo truyén théng va Thanh
Kinh, trén ndi nay, Abraham da chuén bi sét té Isaac
danglén Thién Chda. (Genesis 22:1 — 22). Nhiing thoi
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MOUNT OF MORIAH

he Temple Mount is revered by the three great

monotheistic faiths. For the Jews it is the ground
where the great Temple stood; for the Christians it
is associated with many events of Jesus’ life and for
the Moslems it is the third most sacred place after
Mecca and Medina.
The history of Mount Moriah begins with Abraham.
Tradition has identified it with the mount upon which
Abraham had prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac
(Genesis 22:1 — 22). Towards the end of his reign,
David bought the bare hill-top of this Mount which



gian sau cling cla triéu dai, David da mua ndi nay
dé Araunah ngudi Jebusite 1am san dap lda (Samuel
24:18 — 25). Vua cho xdy Ban Tho kinh Thién Chda.
Vua David htta xay Dén Thanh dang kinh Thién Chda,
nhung vinh du nay danh cho ngudi con la Solomon.
Solomon &3 xay Pén Théanh 16ng 14y nguy nga véi
nhiing g6 quy, ddng, va vang tir phuong xa chuyén
chd vé. Pén Thanh huy hoang trang 1& nay da bi
Nebuchadnezzar pha huy vao nam 587 B.C. Ngudi
Do Théi da bi luu day bén Babylon. 50 nam sau, véi
nhing ngay héi huong han hoan, Bén Thénh véi dién
tich nhd hon duoc Zerubabel xay dung lai tai day. Vua
Herod Ca udc mo xay dung lai Bén Thanh 16n hon.
Trén 10,000 c6ng nhan duoc xtr dung vao cdng viéc
vi dai nay. B&n Thanh duoc thuc hién 16n hon va van

L B

Araunah the Jebusite had used as a threshing floor
(Samuel 24:18 — 25) and built an altar unto the Lord.
David promised to build a temple to God but this
honour was kept for his son, Solomon. Solomon built
a magnificent temple and furnished it with precious
imported wood, copper and gold vessels. The
splendid temple that Solomon built was destroyed by
Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.C. and the Jews were taken
captive into Babylon. Fifty years later, they returned
from captivity and the Temple, on a smaller scale,
was rebuilt by Zerubabel. Herod the Great, wishing
to have his crimes forgotten and render himself
popular with the Jews, reconstructed the Temple on
a large scale. Ten thousand workers were employed

in this grandiose work, and the Temple, rebuilt with
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gitt nét dep va vé huy hoang ctia Dén Thénh cii. Cong

trinh khéi su vao nam 20 B.C va hoan thanh vao nam
64 A.D. Nhung 6 ndm sau, Bén Thanh lai bi pha huy.
Pén Thanh do Herod x4y 1a noi Btc Giésu hoat déng.
N3m 70 A.D. Pén Thanh nay bi quan doi cta Titus
dbt chay. Titus da cb ging gitt lai Dén Thanh, nhung
binh si clia dng da ném dubc chéy vao ctia s6 va Bén
Thanh bi thiéu huy. Chan ben 7 Ngon (The Menorah)
con sét lai va Titus ¢ mang vé Roma. Nam 135 A.D.
sau khi dep tan cudc néi day tht 2 ctia Do Théi,
Hadrian da bién khu vuc Bén Thanh thanh dén thd
than Jupiter. Nhitng ngudi Kitd hru dau tién nhin ndi
Moriah nhu 1a noi bi Thién Chda nguyén ria va bién
Nam 636 A.D. ngudi
Hai Gido chiém duoc Jerusalem, va Khalif Omar da

thanh noi hoang tan d6 nét.

xay mot dén thd Hoi Gido tai day va ho xac dinh day
Nam 691, Adbed El
Malik Ben Marwan, dong d6i Omayad Khalif, da thuc

14 nai tién tri Mahomed vé troi.
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a double esplanade, regained its original splendour
and beauty. The construction began in 20 B.C and
was not finished until 64 A.D., six years before its
destruction. Herod'’s temple was the one Jesus knew.
In 70 A.D. the Temple was razed to the ground by
the armies of Titus. Titus tried to spare the Temple
which was one of the world’s marvels, but his soldiers
threw a lighted torch through a window and set it on
fire. The Menorah, the seven branched candlestick
was saved and carried with Titus in triumph back to
Rome. In 135 A.D. after the crushing of the second
Jewish revolt, Hadrian profaned the site by erecting
a temple dedicated to Jupiter. The early Christians
looked on Mount Moriah as a place cursed by God
and the Mount became a heap of rubble. When in
636 A.D. the Moslems conquered Jerusalem, the
rubble was cleared from the Mount and the Khalif
Omar built a mosque on the site, identifying it as



hién mot dén thd Hbi Gido 16n hon nhu hién nay.

Pén Thd Mai Vom P4 (The Dome of the Rock) dugc
xép vao loai noi Thanh tht 3 clia Hoi Gido sau Kaaba
tai Mecca va phan mo cla Tién Tri Mahomed tai
Medina. Pay 13 mot trong nhitng Bén Thd Hoi Gido
dep nhét clia thé gi¢i HOi Gido. Trai qua 13 thé ky,
Pén Thd Mai Vom P4 (The Dome of the Rock) dugc
tu sta lai nhiéu 1an. Nhung Pén Thd Méi Vom P4 (The
Dome of the Rock) hién nay con gitt dugc nguyén
hinh dédng cla nam 691. Khi Pao Binh Thanh Gia
chiém lai duoc Jerusalem vao nam 1099, Bén Thd nay
duoc bién d6i sang Nha Thd Céng Gido véi tén goi
13 Pén Thd Thién Chda (Templum Domini). Sau khi
bao Binh Thanh Gia bi danh bai tai Horns of Hittin
nam 1187, Cay Thap Tu chiéu sdng 88 nam trén dinh
Vom Bén Thd bi mang xudng va thay thé bang huy
hiéu Hoi Gido. Tir thdi gian d6, Bén Thd Méi Vom Pé
(The Dome of the Rock) ctia HAi Gido trd thanh mét
di tich ky niém dac biét tai Jerusalem. M6 hinh dugc
xay theo kiéu Byzantine va duoc thuc hién bdi céc
nghé nhan Byzantine, nhung trang trf theo kiéu dong

phuong. Bén ngoai c6 nhitng ctra 8 canh khoédng 63

the place where the prophet Mohammed went to
heaven on his winged steed. In 691 Adbed El Malik
Ben Marwan, the Omayad Khalif, replaced the small
mosque of Omar with the present one.

The Dome of the Rock, which ranks in sanctity
after that of the Kaaba in Mecca and the tomb of
the Prophet in Medina, is one of the most beautiful
mosques of the Islamic world. During the past 13
centuries, the Dome of the Rock has been repaired
many times but its outline remains the same as it was
in 691. When the Crusaders conquered Jerusalem in
1099, the mosque was converted into the church of
Templum Domini. After the defeat of the Crusaders
at the Horns of Hittin in 1187, the cross which shone
for 88 years above the dome was removed, and the
crescent rose again in its place. Since that time,
the Dome of the Rock, which is one of the oldest
and most beautiful of Moslem shrines, is the most
exquisite and most striking monument in Jerusalem.
Its design is Byzantine as it was built by Byzantine
artists, but all of its decorations are Oriental. The

exterior is a regular octagon, each side measuring
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feet v&i dudng kinh 1a 180 feet. Mé&i Vom cao khoang
108 feet véi dudng kinh 1a 78 feet. C4u tric véi hinh
8 canh 16ng trong nhiing miéng cdm thach cao t6i 18
feet, va trén cting, véi nhitng buc tudng trang trf bang
ngdi Th Nhi Ky sang chéi. Mai vom lam bang nhing
dla nhém ma vang léng lanh dudi &nh sang mat trdi.
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63 feet with a diameter of 180 feet. Above it rises a
dome to a height of 108 feet from the ground and
with a diameter of 78 feet. The octagonal structure is
encased in marble slabs up to 18 feet high and above
that, to the upper edge, the walls are decorated with
brilliant Persian tiles. The dome is made of plates of
aluminum impregnated with gold which gleam in the
brilliant sunshine.
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Dén Tho EI-Aksa

én Thd Hobi Gido El Aksa phfa nam duoc xay
dung vao khoang nam 709 — 715 do Khalif
Waleed, con cta Abed El Malik, nguoi da xay dung
Pén Thd Mai Vom D& (The Dome of the Rock). Ciu
trdc hién nay con rét it nhing di tich nguyén thuy, vi
Pén Tha Hoi Gido nay bi phé huy nhiéu 1an. Bén Tho

nay nam trén noi dinh thu ctia vua Solomon va trén

nén cla Nha Thd Byzantine c8. Trong thdi ky Pao
Binh Thénh Gié chiém dong Jerusalem, Pén Tha Hoi
Gido nay duoc dung lam dinh thu cho cac vua Roma
va sau nay bién thanh téng hanh dinh cia héi hiép si
céc Pén Thd. Pén Thd Hbi Gido El Aksa duoc diing
cho viéc ciu nguyén chung trong khi Bén Thd Mai
Vom DPa (The Dome of the Rock) dugc diung cho céa
nhén thd phuong.

ELoARSA

The distant Mosque at the southern part of the
esplanade was built between 709 — 715 by Khalif
Waleed, the son of Abed El Malik who built the Dome

of the Rock. Very little of the original remains in

the present structure as it has been destroyed and
renovated many times. The Mosque stands almost
on the site of Solomon’s palace and was built on
the foundation of a Byzantine church. During the
Crusaders’ occupation of Jerusalem, El Aksa served
first as the palace of the Latin Kings and later was
converted into the headquarters of the knights of
the Templars. The El Aksa Mosque is used for group
prayers while the Dome of the Rock is used for

individual worship.
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Lé hdi ctia ngudi Hoi Gido
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